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Within the scope defined at the outset of this investi-
gation, we have examined all salient pro and con arguments 
with respective corroborating data, bearing on the alleged 
causal relationship between negative mass media presentations 
and juvenile delinquency . The investiga tion has drawn attentio 
to a more fundamental relationship of which the problem is 
only a segment: the effect of the mass media of communication 
on the general, overt and voluntary behavior of the public. 
There are no tenets to be established on the basis of the 
materials presented herein , and this is directly the result 
of the simple fact that no two experts fully agree on any 
aspect of the media-behavior nexus, except to concur that such 
a connection has not been scientifically defined. 
There is little scientifically-valid proof that the media 
can and do motivate antisocial behavior, but conversely, there 
is little proof that it cannot . 
The experts have formulated their opinions, inconsistent 
and diverse as they may be, from many sources of reference, 
but it is apparent that the snowball of public ' opinion has 
been molded by one person whose arguments satisfy one public 
need. 




Religious groups such as the NODL and a recent committee 
of New York clergymen do not base their campaigns on the words 
of Dr. Wertham, but neither have they awaited proof of media 
guilt. Such groups have acted on religious precepts of 
immorality and its causes, and these precepts are suppositions 
that almost universally damn the negative media. The religious 
organizations have been far more concerned with ridding the 
newsstands and screens of negative materials than with urging, 
sponsoring or conducting behavioral research to ascertain the 
scientific causes of immorality. 
Dr. Wertham attacks comic books and other media as the 
genesis of almost every form of social maladjustment from 
homosexuality to scholastic inneptness. He insists that his 
investigations have proven the charges, but he does not offer 
a scintilla of scientific data that is acceptable to his expert 
colleagues or an intelligent public. 
Dr. Wertham is the only expert to charge that media 
influences are more detrimental to the "normal" child's person-
ality and behavioral patterns than to the maladjusted. All 
other experts cited in this paper violently disagree with this 
thesis, and the Congressional Subcommittee voted with the 
preponderance of expert opinion. 
Unfortunately, just as Dr. Wertham is unable to furnish 
credible data to affirm his case, opposing experts are unable 
to ascertain confuting data. On one measurable charge, however, 
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conclusion to be drawn from such studies is tha t good students 
tend to remain good students and poor students tend to remain 
poor students. 
Other studies have revealed that those children who read 
many comic books are frequently those who read many books, and 
again, the converse is true. 
Dr. Wertham depends heavily on testimonies by delinquents 
who confess that their antisocial acts are inspired by comic 
books and television dramas . Several judges and police official 
have advanced similar testimonies to substantiate the case 
against the media. 
But psychologists and other behavioral scientists 
genera lly agree that antisocial behavior is not an overnight 
affliction or the result of any simple, single stimulus. They 
expla in that antisocial behavior is the culmination of complex 
of behavior and experience that can often be traced back to an 
individual's post - natal stage. 
A logical argument, often upheld and presented by experts, 
is that since the overwhelming majority of modern youth read 
comic books and habitually view television violence, there 
would be considerably more crime and delinquency if the media 
were a primary causal factor . "We would be a nation of 
criminals," asserted one expert. 
If it is true that comic books and television motivate 




addition to the pioneer Payne studies. But in every instance 
the investigators have been careful to qualify their findings 
and admit they can find no correlation, or means to ascertain 
the correlation, between such influences and voluntary, overt 
behavior. 
A common statement is that objectionable comic books and 
television presentations can have no greater influence on 
children's minds than sensationalized headlines and suggestive 
pictures in tabloid newspapers, pulp and slick magazines, or 
the society in which all thrive. These critics generally con-
clude that the media are the mirror of a sick society rather 
than the creator. 
It is interesting to note that on either side of the 
controversy, no critics have voiced any major distinction 
between the semantic impact of printed communications as con-
trasted to audio-visual communications. A few have timidly 
speculated that the influences of each medium may differ becaus 
of the varying accessibility, and size of audiences that simul-
taneously patronize any given medium. 
The dire need for research is~ perhaps, the most stressed 
fact evinced by this investigation. Several experts, in pre-
1 senting their opinions and citing the dearth of data, outlined 
the nature of such research. They generally agreed that the 
framework must include long-term observations of the develop-
mental process in many individuals throughout various crucial 
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training does not permit them to discriminate 
between the false and the true, and particularly 
those, who because of some inherent psychogenic 
factor are especially susceptible thereto. 
Dr. Lucille Emerick, psychologist: 
New York City today is clamoring for more 
policemen, more narcotics men ( etc .J Meanwhile 
nothing is done to correct the underlying causes 
of this alarming situation. On the contrary, we 
countenance the spending of millions of dollars 
annually to instruct our youth in the arts of crime, 
to install in their minds the fallacy that all law-
enforcement officers are stupid or corrupt • • • 
Walter Lippmann in "The Rise of Teenage Crime," appearing in 
I the Los Angeles Times: 
There can be no real doubt, it seems to me, 
that the movies and television and the comic books 
are purveying violence and lust to a vicious and 
intolerable degree. There can be no real doubt that 
public exhibitions of sadism tend to excite sadistic 
desires and to teach the audience how to gratify 
sadistic desires. Nor can there be any real doubt 
that there is a close connection between the sudden-
ness of the increase in sadistic crimes and the new 
vogue of sadism among the mass media of entertain-
ment. 
Dr. A. Janov, psychiatrist: 
In my practice with children, it is certainly 
evident that crime programs are a contributing 
factor to childhood neurosis. They tend to in-
culcate in the children a glorification of violence 
and a callousness toward human life. At best they 
can do children no benefit. 
Dr. George N. Thompson, psychiatrist: 
The effects of television on children are 
roughly those of television on adults. The detriment 
is not so much due to the mediocrity offered • • • 
rather the main corrosive factor is the encroach-
ment upon more worthwhile activities, both 
recreational and educational. 
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Walter P. Armstrong, Jr., chairman of the criminal law section, 
American Bar Association: 
The writers of crime "thrillers" must take 
much of the blame for teen-age vice. It appears 
these instances grew out of television and radio 
thrillers and gangster-story comic books. 
Dr. Isadore Ziferstein, psychiatrist: 
The prolonger viewing of television produces 
detrimental effects by creating an addiction, en-
couraging passivity, stultifying creativity, and 
instilling unrealistic and unhealthy values. 
Dr. A. B. Gottlober, psychologist: 
Crime programs form a basis for phobias and 
anxieties. In some it stimulates a desire to emulate 
the behavior of criminals observed. 
Dr. M. J. Freeman, psychologist: 
Television programs, whether of criminal or 
non-criminal content, which stimulate fearful 
reactions in children are definitely harmful to 
the formative personality structure. In view of 
the fact that television appears as a daily activi-
ty, it can and does exert a very great influence 
in the establishment of emotional maladjustment. 
Bennett L. Williams, former newspaper police reporter: 
The crime programs on radio-television, and 
the so-called comic strips in our newspapers are 
creating crime and criminals every day. The 
police are doing a good job, and then some; but 
such programs are promoting crime faster than we 
can increase our police force. 
Edwin E. McNeil, M.D., psychiatrist: 
It is my opinion and experience that tele-
vision can have a tremendous impact on the 
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